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Have a cute photo or story 
about your hound that you 
would like to share?  If you 
would like to publish it in 
“The Final Turn”, please 

submit it to 
thefinalturn@retiredgreyhoundathletes.org 

Please include a phone 
where you can be 

contacted. 

Vice-President, Wendy 
Fleming 
Secretary, Lori Dachelet 
Treasurer, Lisa Knoff 
 Also, Steve Dachelet was 
voted onto the Board of 
Directors.  
I hope the "Mud Season" 
goes by fast and we will 
see you all at the reunion. 

Dave Picard 

feature our Second An-
nual Greyter RGA Open.   
Again, our golf outing 
will be held at Westridge 
Golf Course on August 1, 
2009. Gather your teams 
for another day of fun in 
the sun on behalf of the 
hounds.  Last year was a 
huge success and we look 
forward to seeing more 
teams joining us this year.  
Registration for this 
year’s event is located in 
this newsletter. 

In January, RGA had its 
Board Of Directors' elec-
tions.  The results are as 
follows: 
President, Dave Picard 

The time sure does go by 
fast.  RGA is only a few 
months away from an-
other reunion on June 14, 
2009 at Winnegamie Dog 
Club in Mensha.  Seemed 
like just a little while ago, 
we had all gotten to-
gether.  The planning for 
this reunion is moving 
smoothly, but if you have 
anything to donate or are 
able to help out, just give 
us a call.  We hope you 
will join us for a day of 
fun for hounds and hu-
mans.  Registration for 
this GREYT event is in-
side this newsletter. 

This summer also will 
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Honoring Our Volunteers 2 

Ask the “Greyt One” 2 
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Greyhounds Change 
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Registrations for the Reunion and Golf 
Outing are located in this newsletter! 



A greyhound with lots of retirement ex-
perience, “Greyt One” has the answers 
that newly adopted pups are seeking. 

If your hound has a question for “Greyt 
One”, please email it to  

thefinalturn@retiredgreyhoundathletes.org .  
“Greyt One” will try to answer as many letters 
as possible. 
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sandy tracks of Kenosha for the fluffy padded luxury life-
style of our child-vacated home, and in no time, devel-
oped a kinship with our 14-year-old miniature dachsund, 
Shelby, proving to us a little youthful exuberance can 
truly lengthen the spirit of an aging pup. 
 When she isn't darting around our backyard in her make-
shift dirt track, or snoozing upside down with legs spread 
wide apart, Hoppe joins Shelby and other family dogs on 
long walks with Nancy, and occasionally provides com-
pany to Russ in his backyard garage while he restores 
his 1963 Ford Fairlane. We are very thankful for what 
Hoppe has 
added to our 
life, likely en-
suring that if 
and when we 
search for 
future canine 
additions to 
our family, 
the grey-
hound breed 
is our only 
option. 

Russ, & Nancy with Hoppe and Shelby 
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We are very happy to get a chance to share our story of 
adopting Hoppe and becoming active members of the 
RGA organization. 
 It all started a few years ago, when upon trips to nearby 
Green Bay for a little shopping, we would come across 
the RGA table where volunteers were hosting meet and 
greets for prospective adopters. It were through these 
visits where we learned of the courageous lifestyle of 
a racing greyhound, and helpful volunteers explained 
the need for more loving families to open their homes 
and lovingly embrace these couch potato speedsters. 
 Through our research of the commitment a family must 
show before being approved for a potential adoption, 
which led to us investing in a fence for our backyard, we 
convinced ourselves we were ready for the undertaking. 
 Enter WW's Islandhoppn. 
 Hoppe, now 5-years-old, is a black greyhound whose 
racing career was cut short due to a muscle pull. The 
spunky sweetheart seemlessly transitioned from the 
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Nancy and Russ Wise with Hoppe 
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    Visit our website for info about us,  
  dogs available for adoption, and greyhound links.  Please 
share this web address with interested friends and potential adoptive families 
so they may learn more about this wonderful breed. 

   You can also reach us by email at 
   info@retiredgreyhoundathletes.org 
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Have you ever consid-
ered becoming a foster 
home?  There are al-
ways greys looking for 
their forever home.  
Help those sweet faces 
learn the joys of the 
next part of life!  If you 
are interested contact 
Kay Picard at 
kpicard@live.com.  We 
also need volunteers.  If 
you would be interested 
in volunteering to get 
the word out about 
adoption, email Dave 
Picard at 
dpicard@live.com  

Hi everyone, 
Can you believe what my dad does for me over the 
winter?! When I played outside in the snow and ice, 
I would come in the house with cut up paws and 
gashes in my legs. My dad would freak out that I 
was hurt and the mess didn't sit so well with Mom. 
So my dad decided to use the snow blower to make 
me some paths in the back yard. He blows the paths in a nice oval 
so I can still run my laps. He also has a side path so I can do my 
duties. It only takes him a little extra time to plow and my paws feel 
great. The things they don't do for me. I am a very lucky greyhound.  

Blondie 
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Continued on page 5 
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Very special thanks go out to the following 
folks who have made recent donations to 
Retired Greyhound Athletes: 
Jambor Family Foundation 
Joseph Hameister 
Fred & Donna Winters 
Sally James 
Donald & Carol Reinke 
Nancy Schneider 
Sharon Baukneckt 
Mark Kirchner Family , in honor of Rissa 
Good Search 
Petco 
Pet Supplies Plus 
Randy’s Pick N Save 
Voyagers 
ThedaCare, volunteer efforts of Wendy  
Fleming 
ThedaCare, volunteer efforts of Deb Replogle 
United Group Dollars for Doers Program, 
volunteer efforts of Sharon Van Vuren 
 

 

 
 

Sat. April 11 Petco, Appleton West 11 to 1 

Sat. April 11 East Towne Mall Adoption Event  

Sat. April 18 Petco, Appleton East, Green Bay 11 to 1 

Sat. May 9 Petco, Appleton West 11 to 1 

Sat. May 16 Petco, Appleton East, Green Bay 11 to 1 

Sat. June 13 Petco, Appleton West 11 to 1 

Sun. June 14 RGA Reunion   

   

Please note that this schedule is subject to change.  Volunteers are always needed for these events.  If you 
are interested in representing RGA at any event, please contact Dave Picard at dpicard@live.com or 
920.336.1580. 

Sat. June 20 Petco, Appleton East, Green Bay 11 to 1 

�����,�	�����1����������,�	�����1����������,�	�����1����������,�	�����1������ ���
GoodSearch.com 

GoodSearch.com is used like any other 
search engine, and RGA receives money 
(about a penny) per search!  The following 
link will take you directly to the search win-
dow that benefits RGA (you will automati-
cally see our info under the “I’m support-
ing” window).  If it does not work, go to 
www.goodsearch.com and find us in the 
pull-down menu. 

www.goodsearch.com/?charityid=814087 

 

iGive.com 

Shopping online for new and exciting grey-
hound goodies or other needs.  Register for 
iGive to donate to RGA.  Go to iGive.com 
and follow the registration information to 
send some donations to RGA. 
 

Pick ‘n Save — “We Care” Program 

With RGA designated as your charity of 
choice (done when you apply for your card, 
or ask how to designate us if you have an 
existing card), Pick ‘n Save automatically 
donates to RGA when you use your card.  
Our account number is 664200. 
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Our Mission 

Statement 
Retired Greyhound Athletes, 

Inc. is a volunteer, non-profit 

organization whose primary 

purpose is the placement of 

retired racing greyhounds in 

qualified homes.  We provide 

ongoing support to ensure 

successful dog/owner 

relationships, and provide pubic 

education about the needs of 

this unique breed.  Our mission 

is grounded in the promotion of 

the welfare of retired racing 

greyhounds. 
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of our family he should have a say in 
who he would have to put up with.  We 
put the two goldens down, and let Willy 
smell them, and go by them, Wlly fell in 
love the biggest pup from the liter, he 
laid down, and Henderson laid down 
right next to him.  The two became the 
best of friends quick, although, Hen-
derson did have to learn, Willy was 
now the master of the house, because 
he was there first, once that was set-
tled, they became inseparable, as 
proven in these photos. 

We just thought that with Willy being 
such a special part in our life, we would 
like as many people as we could know, 
just how special greyhounds are. �

If anyone would have said how much 
a greyhound 
could change 
your life, I would 
have said IM-
POSSIBLE.  I 
would like to tell 
you the story 
that has led me 
to believe that IMPOSSIBLE IS POS-
SIBLE.   

Five years ago, when our golden 
retriever was getting older, we knew 
we needed someone for her to enjoy 
her life with.  My husband heard 
about the RGA, and wanted to check 
that out.  I must say, I was very skep-
tical.  First of all, I didn't know much 
about the bread, and how friendly 
can they be?  Well, We went to visit 
"Willys" at a foster home.  He must 
have known something.  On the way 
to see him for the first time, I told my 
husband we were only looking, and 
we weren't going to be taking him 
home.  Well needless to say, I 
walked in, sat down, Willys- whom 

we call Willy, walked right up to me, 
put is head in my lap, and just 
looked at me.  I was sold, I told 
him alright he could come home 
with us.  He had to learn much 
patience when he moved in with 
us.  Ginger, our golden was the 
queen of the house, and no one 
was going to change that!  To my 

surprise, she opened up to Willy 
and they became the best of 
friends.  I know who would have 
thought a greyhound and golden 
retriever best friends.  A couple of 
years later, Ginger passed away, 
Willy was as devastated as I 
was.  But he became my best 
friend!  We even cried together, yup 
Willy cried and wined for weeks af-
ter the passing.  I couldn't bear the 
thought of Willy being alone either; 
and since he was so good with Gin-
ger, I was hoping he would be good 
with another golden.  We went to 
look at dogs, my husband and I 
picked out two that we liked, then 
we thought that since Willy was part 
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We honor the greyhounds who have passed 
on.  Please let us know if there is a hound who 
should be remembered.  May the list always 
be short. 
Venus (Bull’s Vengence)  
sadly missed by Verland & Marilyn Kasten  

Haley (Amigo Haley)  
sadly missed by Dean & Susan Roddy 

McKinley (Mount McKinley )  
sadly missed by Marie & Dick Neuses 
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Stella (Benchmade)      September 9, 2008 
Adopted by Roberta Miketinac 

Astro (Hilco Astro) September 10, 2008 
Adopted by Ken & Karen Robinson 

Missile (Hill’s Missile) December 17, 2008 
Adopted by Mike and & Amy Price 

.�4����������
If you would like new RGA tags for your 
pups, please contact Lori Dachelet at  
920-757-9075 or ldachelet@new.rr.com 

.���5��
RGA is not able to accept for placement a greyhound 
that has been placed by a different adoption group, 
without the prior consent of said adoption group. 

By Bob Nash & Dana Miller 
American Teletimer, Inc. 
Video Services for Dairyland Greyhound Park 

Now that you have found the perfect companion, why not bring 
home a piece of their history?  Videos of your greyhounds’ racing 
history are available!  We have races from Dairyland starting in 
May 2002 to present.  We also have selected Geneva Lakes races 
from June-November 2005. 

For a small fee, we can provide you with a personalized VHS 
tape or DVD of your new companion’s racing history.  Contact us 
at 262-612-8228 to see how we can help you or answer any ques-
tions you may have.  Please have your greyhound’s racing name 
so we can assess racing reports. 
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If you are interested in meeting any of these pups,  please contact 

Lori Dachelet at ldachelet@new.rr.com or 920-757-9075.   
Photos can be seen at: 

www.retiredgreyhoundathletes.org 
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decide (within a couple of hours) 
that she was staying with us.  Sev-
eral fosters later, we added KV 
Warp Speed (now Brady), a large 
brindle male, to our pack.  He fell in 
love with Lori, and decided himself 
that he was staying.   

Fostering has been a very rewarding 
experience, getting to know many 
different greys and people along the 
way.  I particularly enjoy adminis-
tering my “Roo Test” that I give 
each dog to see if they will join our 
quartet in song or not!   

I have held various board positions 
over the years (such as Member-
ship, Webmeister, and Secretary,) 
with the local ski club that Lori and 
I belong to.  I look forward to bring-
ing that experience to the RGA 
board to help out in any way I can.  
I am also looking forward to be-
coming a father in May, and sharing 
our love for these wonderful crea-
tures with a new generation. 

knew the commitment it would 
take, compared to taking care of cat.  
These dogs were all smaller breeds 
that consisted of a mutt puppy, then 
a Spitz, then a Bichone Frise.   

Once we turned in our application, 
it was only a week until we adopted 
our first greyhound, Pizzazz.  She is 
a super-soft fawn with big dark 
eyes, that she knows how to use to 
get what she wants.  Since we heard 
the rumor that most people who 
adopt one grey usually end up with 
a second, we figured we would see 
how it goes with Pizzazz and evalu-
ate in a year.  Seeing how laid back 
Pizzazz was, we ended up adopting 
Boogie within a month!  Boogie is a 
white and brindle male who still 
loves to run, and has really come 
out of his shell since his first retire-
ment year.   

After bringing our dogs to meet and 
greets and other events, we decided 
to start fostering in June 2006.  
WWFreecell 
(now Celly) 
was our first 
foster dog.  
She is a sassy, 
little brindle 
female.  She 
worked on me 
right away 
with a cute 
little crawl 
across the 
floor, and 
other antics, 
that helped 

6��������+����*��%��
�  
Steve Dachelet 

���
��������� �����$�

My first time seeing greyhounds in 
action was a day at the track in Kau-
kauna watching the races.  I was 
amazed by their grace and beauty 
while in “flight”.   

My first personal experience with 
greyhounds was meeting my cousin 
Pat’s first two greys she adopted, 
King and Gracie.  I met them at my 
aunt’s house, where we took them 
via pontoon boat out to a sandbar on 
Lake Wisconsin where they could 
run.  This is where I first heard the 
phrase “If they are running right at 
you, just stand still, and they will go 
around you”.  I remember being a 
little intimidated at first by the 2 
large black greyhounds, but after 
spending time with them I learned 
how gentle they are.   

Several years later my wife, Lori, 
and I were walking down College 
Avenue in Appleton during Octo-
berfest 2005, when we saw a group 
with dogs at a booth near a side 
street.  I’ll be honest, it was the 
brindle coloring that caught my eye 
and drew me in.  After talking with 
the people from RGA, and giving 
the greyhounds some love, we de-
cided to pursue adopting a grey-
hound.   

Lori and I had been discussing add-
ing a dog to our family of the two of 
us and our cat, Buster (a large or-
ange tabby), since moving into our 
house that already had a fenced in 
backyard.  I had grown up with dif-
ferent dogs in the house for as long 
as I can remember, so I already 

Pizzazz, Steve, Buster, Boogie, Lori, Brady and Celly 
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W6730 Fairlane Drive  
Greenville, WI 54942 
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Please remember to notify 

RGA with changes of street 
address, email address, and/

or phone number. 
Contact Lori Dachelet 
ldachelet@new.rr.com 

920.757.9075 


